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Road Map for Relationships 
Week Eleven Homework 

Journey of Living as a Peacemaker—Part III 
 

Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ,  
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.   --2 John 1:3 

 

 Living as a peacemaker requires courage. It means we take up the tools God has given us and jump into  
the midst of life. It calls for self-control and a readiness to take responsibility for our own choices, words and 
behavior. It involves a willingness to speak the truth in love.  
 Often we fall into the trap of peace-keeping because we are afraid—afraid to face the truth. We handle the 
symptoms of an issue while ignoring the reason for the problem. We justify our behavior thinking we are being 
humble, helpful, or honorable.   
 On our road trip to Paris, if there’s a leak in our gas tank and we deal with it by simply filling the tank more 
often, there is a cost to us—monetarily in fuel, as well as the potential for the car catching on fire or even 
exploding. There’s also a cost to the environment and potentially to our passengers or others around us. Our car 
doesn’t need fuel more often than normal; it needs a trip to the repair shop—work on its innermost being. 
 

Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being,  
And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom.  –Psalm 51:6 

 

 What do peacekeeping and unwillingness to face the truth cost us and others? Are we willing to be makers-
of-peace? Let's take a look at what God’s Road Map, the Bible, says about operating in truth. 
 

Day One  Pray: As I spend time with You today, Lord, give me truth and wisdom in my innermost being. Amen 
 

1. a) Look at Psalm 86:11:  
Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name. 

 

    b) How does fearing (being awed by, reverencing, honoring, respecting) God help us walk in truth? 
 
 

    c) Road Trip Vista:  Stop for a few minutes and “unite your heart” with God. Perhaps you’d like to pray: 
Holy Spirit, I wait with You, asking You to unite my heart with God. May I sense my Father’s presence. May I 
connect with Him in a real way, giving Him praise and receiving His love. (Be still. Wait; see how the Holy Spirit 
leads you. Then write down your prayer experience.) 
 
 
 

2. a) Read John 1:14-18. What attributes are given to Jesus? 
 

    b) Ask the Lord why grace and truth are mentioned together (You may want to look up word definitions.). 
 
    c) How do you think this applies to peacemaking? 
 
    d) Often we need strengthening in grace and/or truth. Ask the Lord for what you sense you need, and listen for 
His response. 
 

Day Two  Pray: Lord, I desire to live under Your kingdom’s governing system. Equip me today. I love You. Amen 
 

3. Read Ephesians 4:14-15. (Scenic Side Road:  Read Ephesians 4:1-16.) 
    a) Paul says that because of what Jesus has done for us and because of the many people God has provided to 
help us grow in our faith, we are no longer to be ___________ who are:  
 
    b) What does Paul say we are to do in order to grow in our Christ-likeness? 
    c) Along with our words, what are other ways we can do this? 
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4. Read Ephesians 4:29-32.  
    a) Ask the Lord what happens when someone attempts to operate in truth apart from love. 
 
    b) Ask the Lord what happens when someone attempts to operate in grace apart from truth. 
 
 Fear is the great enemy of love and often convinces us that it is dangerous to speak truth or extend grace.  
As we pursue healthy relationships, we have to choose which kingdom’s governing system we will live under, 
because fear and true love cannot co-exist.  
 

5. a) Read Romans 8:15. If slavery and fear are part of Satan’s governing system, what replaces those in God’s 
governing system? 
    b) If love moves toward connection (adoption and sonship), what does fear move toward? 
 
6. a) Read 1 John 4:15-19 (Scenic Side Road : verses 7-19), asking the Holy Spirit to highlight a verse for you. 
Then ask Him to show you more about it and write it down. 

 
    b) Re-read verse 18.  Knowing that love is being perfected in us, ask God how you are to “cast out” fear if it tries 
to lure you away from true love. Write down what you sense. (If nothing comes to mind, look at 2 Timothy 1:7.) 

 
    c) Perhaps you’d like to pray: Heavenly Father, today I choose to live under Your governing system. Thank you 
that Your umbrella of love covers me and that I am empowered to love--without fear--because You first loved me. 
(Write down a sentence prayer in response to today’s study.) 
 
 
Day Three  Pray:  Lord, I want to learn to speak the truth in love, always holding out the good news of the gospel.  
7. Read John 4:7-30 with the awareness that in Jesus’ day, a respectable Jewish man would never talk publicly to a 
Samaritan woman with a questionable reputation. 
    a) What did Jesus do before He spoke to the woman about her lifestyle and what do you think this meant to 
her? 
 

    b) How did Jesus' willingness to reveal truth about this woman help her? 
 

    c) How did Jesus’ love and revelation about Himself transform her? 
 

    d) What was the result of their conversation? 
 

If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.  -- John 8:31b-32  

---- 

truth (aletheia):  in reality, in fact, certainly 
will make (eleutheroo) you free:  set at liberty; no longer under the dominion of sin 

8. Road Trip Vista: Jesus did not lecture the woman at the well about the law and what she was doing wrong, 
nor did He ignore the truth about her lifestyle. He offered her hope and a better way. 
    a) Ask the Lord for revelation of how the truth sets us free. 
 
    b) How is truth more than the absence of lying? 
 
    c) Ask the Lord for two ways to apply today’s study to your way of thinking or living. 

 
 

Fear of truth is the great hijacker of communication.* 
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Day Four  Pray:  Lord, Show me practical steps in how to lovingly communicate as Jesus did. Amen 
 

9. As you look at 4 communication styles, ask the Lord to show you which one(s) you tend to use.  
 

Communication Styles* 
1) Passive Communicators--Their core belief is, "You matter and I don't." They think devaluing themselves  

is a way to honor others, keep the peace, and not make problems, and they pretend to have no needs or 
desires. Fear of being punished causes them to absorb other people’s selfishness and to not let anyone 
know what’s really going on inside of them. This eventually leads to bitterness and anxiety.  In reality, 
they are lying and others are always dealing with a facade. 
 

2) Aggressive Communicators--Their core belief is, "I matter. You don't!" Aggressive communicators know 
how to get what they want. They are large and in charge because they are the biggest, loudest, scariest 
one in the room.  They think they are right and others are wrong. Their communication style is motivated 
by fear and selfishness and causes relationships to be filled with anxiety. 
 

3) Passive-Aggressive communicators--Their core belief is, "You matter…No, not really." They manipulate 
and control others through active deceit and subtle-but-deadly forms of punishment. They are known for 
sarcastic innuendos, veiled threats, manipulative use of Scriptures, the silent treatment, accusations, and 
withholding love. They often portray one personality in public and another to the person they are in 
relationship with. Passive-aggressive communication breaks connection and trust in relationships. 
 

4) Assertive Communicators-- Their style grows out of operating in truth and love, and their core belief is, 
"You matter and so do I." They live with honor and mutual respect, believing, "My thoughts, feelings, and 
needs matter, and so do yours." They want to understand and to be understood. 

 

    a) Pray:  Lord, You say in Your Word that the truth will set me free. Am I operating in any of these unhealthy 
communication styles (1-3)? 
    b) If so, what has it cost me? 
 
    c) What has it cost those I'm in relationship with? 
 
    d) I repent. Holy Spirit, change my way of thinking. Realign my thoughts and actions so I operate in truth and 
love. May the choices I make lead me on a path of true, Biblical, heavenly peace. Lord, what do You have to say? 
 
10. Referring to Week Nine’s study guide, most often, which communication style(s) is used by: 

 Peace-fakers (or peacekeepers)— 

 Peace-breakers— 

 Peace-makers-- 
 

11. a) Read Matthew 22:34-40. What did Jesus say was the second most important commandment? 
 
      b) Ask God for revelation as to why this is so important. 

 
      c) Read Philippians 2:3-4. How does this line up with Matthew 22:39?  

 
      d) Sometimes when we look at a scripture by itself, without keeping in mind the overall teaching of the Bible, 
we can misinterpret it. If you or someone you know is a passive communicator, how is it helpful to read the 
Philippians passage along with Matthew 22:39? 

 
      e) Perhaps you’d like to pray: Father God, thank you for loving me and sending Jesus to set me free. May I 
remember that I matter and so do others. What do You want me to take from today’s homework? 
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Day Five  Pray: Thank you Lord,  that Your Word is living and active. Let it transform the way I think and live. 
 

12. Look back at Week Nine’s study guide, questions #6 and #12. 
      a) Was there a situation or circumstance where you realized you were trying to keep the peace rather than be 
a peacemaker? If so, write something so you’ll remember what it was.  
      b) If not, can you think of a situation in the past where you acted as a peacekeeper, and now you see you could 
have handled things differently? If so, write a note so you remember what it was. 
 
      c) Looking at question #12b in Week Nine’s study, remember what God showed you. What did it look like to 
live as a peacemaker in that situation (or ask God what it would have looked like if it’s a situation in the past.)? 
 
 
 We have looked at peacemaking tools over the past 3 weeks, tools that help us respond instead of react, that 
help us have honest conversations, and that encourage us to be aware of everyone’s interests. 
 

13. In the situation you noted in question #12, which of the following tools would be helpful, and specifically, how 
would you use them (choose at least 3 to consider)?   Then ask God if He has an action step for you this week. 
 

a) Managing yourself, not trying to control others: 
 

b) Honest confession of any way you contributed to the problem (Week 10, Day 4): 
 

c) Refusing to be a victim (Week 10, Day 4): 
 

d) Refusing to be a rescuer (Week 10, Day 4): 
 

e) Refusing to get angry in order to control others: 
 

f) Looking at the interests of others as well as your own interests as you consider solutions to the problem: 
 

g) Asking God for wisdom: 
 

h) Refusing to use powerless language (Week 10, Day 5): 
 

i) Being willing to extend grace: 
 

j) Speaking the truth in love: 
 

k) Refusing to partner with fear: 
 

l) Using assertive communication (Week 11, Day 4): 
 

m) Loving others as myself: 
        
 
 
 
 

14. Road Trip Vista: Let the Lord minister to you through John 14:27. Receive His peace. Rest in His love. 

 
 

--We will talk more about dealing with conflict in a few weeks, after looking at more communication skills. 
*Quoted or adapted from Keep Your Love On: Connection, Communication & Boundaries, by Danny Silk 

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.  –John 14:27 


