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Road Map for Relationships 
Week Twelve Study Guide 

Journey of Being a Great Conversationalist 
 
 Our Road Map, the Bible, has a lot to say about conversation. And from God’s perspective, it doesn’t seem as 
if a great conversationalist is the one who talks the most, knows the most, or has the best jokes. 
 

      As we looked at what it means to live as a peacemaker, we saw the importance of 
     words and heart attitudes. What if we consider a GREAT conversationalist someone who 
     invites God’s reality into a conversation so that transformation can take place—as  
     someone who invites others to find solutions to their own problems—as someone who 
     listens both to God and to the person speaking? This is peacemaking at its best. 
 

 In this week’s study, we will practice having a conversation with God through a Chat with God. We’ll look at a 
scripture and listen to God’s perspective, asking Him to give us revelation and understanding. 
 Then, we’ll take our revelations to Where the Rubber Meets the Road. We’ll practice being a great 
conversationalist using a specific skill.  
 Yes, another Living a Spirit Led Life experiment! Let’s see what happens. 
  
Day One     
     My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, 

 slow to speak and slow to become angry.  –James 1:19 
Chat with God:  
1.  Lord, in a conversation, why are we to be quick to listen and slow to speak? 
     (Remember that God puts thoughts in your mind. What ideas is He giving you? Stop and listen.) 
 
 
 
2. Practically, what does it look like to be quick to listen (or to be a good listener)? 
 
 
3. Lord, I’m practicing listening to You. How would You like to use these next few minutes? What’s on Your heart 
for me right now?  (Go with whatever comes to mind, possibly asking Him why He brought that to your thoughts.) 
 
 
 Lord, what do You want me to see or know? 
 
 
 Respond to what God shows you. 
 
 
 Pray: Lord, thank you that You want to speak to me. May I be quick to listen to You and to others. May I be 
slow to speak and slow to become angry. Let me listen and love with the heart of Christ. 
 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: 
 Today, whenever anyone is talking to you, if possible stop what you are doing, turn down the TV if it’s on, 
and look the person in the eyes. If you are sitting down, lean in towards the person rather than sitting back in your 
chair. Be quick to listen—really listen—before you speak. 
 

    • Tomorrow, write down anything you noticed. Did you have longer or more meaningful conversations? 
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Day Two:  Write out Proverbs 18:13-- 
 
Chat with God:  
4. God, through this proverb, it seems You think waiting patiently while others talk is a pretty big deal. Tell me 
more. Why does it matter so much to You? 
 
5. What am I to do while I wait? 
 
 
6. If you realize you have developed a pattern of thinking what you’re going to say while someone is speaking, 
repent. God has a better way.  
 Pray: Lord, forgive me for planning how I’m going to respond to people while they are talking to me. Forgive 
me for assuming I know what they are thinking. I choose to be a person who waits and listens while others are 
speaking. How does this help me be a great conversationalist? 
 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: 
 Today, let people finish speaking, and pause for a moment to reflect on what they’ve said before responding. 
Consider your response. And the BIG challenge for today is to see if you can make it through a whole day without 
interrupting anyone!  
 Pray: Holy Spirit, remind me, calm me, and teach me to wait and listen. Help me not to interrupt anyone 
today. Thank you. 
    • Tomorrow, write down anything you noticed. How did you do? Did you sense the Holy Spirit helping you? 
 
 
Day Three     Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water,  

but a man of understanding will draw it out.  --Proverbs 20:5 (NKJ) 
Chat with God:  
7. Holy Spirit, give me revelation and understanding. Make this a living message for me today. I’m listening. 
    Lord, what does the first line of this proverb mean? 
 
    Lord, what does the second line mean? 
 
 
8. As I picture drawing water out of a deep well, give me more insight along with ways I can apply this proverb to 
the way I live. 
 
 
9. Pray: Lord, I want to be a person “of understanding”—someone who draws out the wisdom and counsel in 
others. Continue to open my ears, that one might be tuned-in to the Spirit and one to the person I’m with. Amen. 
 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: 
 Have you ever had a conversation with someone, and as she left, she said, “Thanks so much for your help. I 
think I know what I need to do, and I feel so much better”? You say, “Oh, you’re welcome,” but you’re thinking,  
“I hardly said a word! She did all the talking and I just listened.” 
 Perhaps it was the questions you asked that helped clarify her thoughts, or perhaps it was simply your 
willingness to let her talk and hear her thoughts out loud. 
 Today, in at least one conversation, ask a question or invite more conversation. Use words such as: 
  “Tell me more about…”  “Are you saying…?” “How did that work out (or make you feel)?” 
  

    •   Tomorrow, write down the results of your conversation experiment. How did it go? Did it make a difference? 
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Day Four:   Write out Proverbs 12:18--  
 
Chat with God:  
10. Lord, this scripture is so descriptive. Help me restate it in other words (or draw it on the back if a picture comes 
to mind). Let me take in Your wisdom. 
 
11. Proverbs 15:4a (NIV) says, “The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life.”  Lord, through this proverb, chat 
with me more about bringing healing through my words. (Write down your insights.) 
 
12. Write out a prayer in response to what God has showed you. Thank Him, repent if you realize your words have 
hurt someone, and ask Him for what you need. Then listen to His response. (Use the back of the page.) 
 
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: 
 Your mother was only half right when she told you, “It’s not what you said, it’s the way you said it.” It’s both. 
          –adapted from Dan Farrely, Brave Communication 
 

 Being a safe person to talk with (showing love and speaking the truth with grace) demonstrates God’s love. 
Helping others feel valued and understood is more important than solving the issues or being in total agreement 
with one another.  
 Today, in at least one conversation, reflect on what someone says or summarize it in your own words. This 
may involve dealing with both the content and the feelings you sense are there. Use phrases such as: 

“From your perspective, I wasn’t being honest about…” 
“Is it correct to say that the gist of the problem is…?”            “I can tell you really care about this.” 

  

 If the other person or you are visual, draw how you sense he or she is feeling and ask if it seems as if you 
understand.  Sometimes with children, it’s helpful to ask them to draw how upset they are. In doing so, you let 
them know you care and want to understand. This is often enough for a child to be able to move on. 
 

    • Tomorrow, write down what you experienced as you practiced this. Did it make a difference? 
 
Day Five 

Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 
--Psalm 46:10 (NIV) 

Chat with God:  
13. a) Pray: Lord, today I want to listen. I want You to reveal to me that You are God. Quiet me. May Your voice 
and Your thoughts be the only ones I hear. I breathe in Your peace, and I breathe out worry or stress. I breathe in 
Your peace, and I breathe out (whatever needs to be released)…  (Do this for a minute or two.) 
      b) Lord, tell me the heart of Your story. (Write down what meant the most to you as you listened and thought.) 
 
      c) Lord, tell me what it means that You are exalted among the nations and in the earth. 
 
     d) Lord, specifically, what do You want me to know about You today? 
 
     e) Respond to the Lord with a simple “Amen” --so be it, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  

Where the Rubber Meets the Road: 
 Today, practice not talking about yourself in at least one conversation where it would be easy to do so. 
Eliminate sharing your own story, no matter how similar it is to what the other person is going through. Choose to 
keep the focus of the conversation on the other person, using words like “uh-huh,” “I see,” or “hmmm,” to invite 
him or her to say more.  Practice being still and praying as you listen. See if the conversation goes to a deeper, 
more vulnerable level than it would have otherwise. 
    •  Write down what you experienced as you were intentional about not telling your own story.  
 


